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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in response to amendment filed on 04/12/07. . 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/26/07. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 197. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-9, 14, 16-29 are allowed in light of the applicant arguments and in light 
of the prior art made of record . 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record failed to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest a method implemented at 
least in part by a machine, the method comprising: wherein traversing further 

•j 

comprises: comparing a first segment of the hierarchical data with a first node in a filter 
tree level that corresponds with a position of the first segment in the hierarchical data; if 
the first segment does not match the first node, determining that the input does not 
match the first node; if the first segment matches the first node and there is a 
subsequent second segment in the input, comparing the subsequent second segment 
to one or more second nodes in the filter tree that are subordinate to the first node; and 
if the first segment matches the first node and there is not a subsequent second 
segment in the input, determining that the input matches the first node as recited in 
claim 1. 
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The prior art of record failed to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest: a 
system, comprising: wherein the secondary matching module is further configured to 
apply a precedence rule to the one or more matching filter tree nodes to derive a subset 
of the matching filter tree nodes and to identify only the filters associated with the subset 
of matching filter tree nodes as recited in claim 14. 

The prior art of record failed to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest: a 
method, comprising traversing a hierarchical data structure stored in the memory that is used 
to reference each of the multiple filters to determine if an existing location in the data structure 
matches the segment path included in the data transmission if an existing location is not found, 
creating a new location in the data structure, the new location being determined according to the 
hierarchical reference data and storing a reference to the new filter at the new location as recited 
in claim 21. 

The prior art of record failed to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest: a 
computer storage media containing computer-executable instructions that, when 
executed on a computer perform the following steps: identifying one or ore filters 
associated with the one or more matching locations; testing the message against one 
or more filters referenced by the one or more matching locations; and for each filter 
satisfied by the message, executing one or more instructions associated with the filter 
as recited in claim 25. 
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The dependent claims 2-9, 16-20, 22-24 and 26-29, being further limiting to the 
independent claims 1, 8 and 15 definite and fully enable by the specification are also 
allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cindy Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4025. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on 571-272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Cindy Nguyen 



